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Some years ago, upon returning home after having had Primary class instruction in Christian Science, I found the perfect

opportunity to put into action what I’d learned.

I quickly discovered that the two brass table lamps in the living room were missing the knobs that turned on the lights. For the

past two weeks while I’d been away, my sister had been in the house caring for my children who were between four and 12

years of age. She didn’t know what had happened to the knobs, so I asked each of the children if they knew where they were.

When none of them could offer an explanation, I took the situation as an opportunity to pray.

These brass knobs, and the table lamps they controlled, brought light into our home. I focused on the true meaning of light: a

spiritual quality of inspiration that comes from God. Mary Baker Eddy wrote: “… Christian Science reveals Spirit, not matter, as

the illuminator of all. The illuminations of Science give us a sense of the nothingness of error, and they show the spiritual

inspiration of Love and Truth to be the only fit preparation for admission to the presence and power of the Most High” (Science

and Health with Key to the Scriptures, p. 596). Jesus said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12), and I prayed to know that the

Christ, the spiritual light that Jesus so fully exemplified, would reveal the location of these missing knobs.

Our home was in the country on a 640-acre farm, so there seemed to be challenges (to put it lightly!) as to where to look for

these knobs. But I persevered in prayer, knowing Mind would reveal all.

A high school girl came to our farm every day to help with the children and the horses, and I told her to be on the lookout for the

knobs. There was a 20-acre lake on the property, and one day she took my five-year-old daughter to swim there. As they waded

out to deeper water, the older girl stepped on a hard object. She picked it up and was about to toss it back in the water, thinking

it was a fishing weight, when she realized it was one of the missing brass knobs. She then stomped around in the mud some

more and found the second knob.

When she came back to the house with the knobs in her hand, her face wore a look of total disbelief, as if to say, “How could

this happen?” I knew it was a proof of the power of prayer, and a corroboration of all that I had been learning in Christian

Science class instruction.

– Billijean Hill, Salem, Oregon, US

Access more great articles like this
Welcome to JSH-Online, the home of the digital editions of The Christian Science Journal, Sentinel, and Herald. We hope you'll enjoy this
article that has been shared with you.To learn more about JSH-Online visit our Learn More (http://jsh.christianscience.com/learn-more) page
or subscribe (https://jsh.christianscience.com/user/register) to receive full access to the entire archive of these periodicals, and to new text
and audio content added daily.

The case of the missing lamp knobs / Christian Science Sentinel http://sentinel.christianscience.com/shared/view/2pkvfhlmubg

1 of 2 7/20/14, 5:21 PM



© 2014 The Christian Science Publishing Society. For sharing and reprint info: http://jsh.christianscience.com/permissions

Subscribe today (https://jsh.christianscience.com/user/register)
The case of the missing lamp knobs / Christian Science Sentinel http://sentinel.christianscience.com/shared/view/2pkvfhlmubg

2 of 2 7/20/14, 5:21 PM


