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Christian Science through
the lense of not being a part
of the Protestant
Reformation?
This question I am proposing may sound absurd but please hear me out. 
Christian Science as established by
Mary Baker Eddy restores primitive Christianity's healing elements and thus
is not reforming the Roman church
in the context of Luther or Calvin but rather it is establishing a totally new an
radically different and unique
church based on the Bible which Mrs. Eddy used too compose Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures.
I think through this lense one can fairly say that The Church of Christ,
Scientist is NOT a protestant church but is
rather a unique reformation all of its own and revolutionizes Christianity in a
new exciting and ultimately more perfect
way than any church that came before or after Mrs. Eddy's establishment of
it in 1879. That is just my
opinion though, please feel free to comment dear friends.  I am not saying
that there is anything wrong with the
other protestants so please don't take offense, I am just throwing this idea of
mine out here for us too discuss.
Best Regards,
Kevin
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1.  Jan 11, 2014 6:50 PM (in response to qbert19)
Re: Christian Science through the lense of not being a part of the
Protestant Reformation?

Hi Kevin,
First, thank you for posting in this Circle of Faith space--a wonderful place to
share questions and thoughts as we all go forward in our spiritual journey. 
You're so right when you say Mary Baker Eddy based her understanding of
Christianity on the Bible.   The Scriptures are of course what we share with
all our fellow Christians, regardless of denomination.  I've long been grateful
for the stand Martin Luther took--for individuals to go straight to their Bible to
read and listen for spiritual inspiration without an intermediary.  In that sense,
the Protestant Reformation he launched paved the way for Mary Baker Eddy
to go straight to her Bible for the inspiration that led to the discovery of what
she came to call "Christian Science" -- and the church she founded to
support those teachings. 
As I continue to study the Bible, and particularly the New Testament, and
watch how the early church grew through individuals listening to the Holy
Spirit's direction, that has become my model for church.  And I'm so grateful
for every expression of that spiritual listening all around me -- in the Church
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of Christ, Scientist, as well as others.  Every Christian trying to follow the
loving, courageous example of the Master -- regardless of their denomination
-- seems to me part of this ongoing expression of church through the ages. 
So I probably err on the side of seeing what we share more than our
distinctions, bearing in mind always the enormous gift the Church of Christ,
Scientist brings in restoring that 'lost element of healing' to church. 
Glad you raised your point. 
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2.  Jan 12, 2014 5:40 AM (in response to Madelon Maupin)
Re: Christian Science through the lense of not being a part of the
Protestant Reformation?

Madelon you are of course right that it is better for us to focus on what we
share with our brothers and sisters in Christ as opposed too what seperate
are.
My only hope was to establish the concept that we as a church go beyond
the tradition of "Protesting" against Rome and instead we form
a replaced hierarchy, where they are humanly ordained Priests we have two
great books The Holy Bible and Science and Health to act as our dual
impersonal pastor. Allowing us to lessons undivorced from theory and
speculation based only in profound truth. This also provides us with the
profoundest
because we can go to these Pastors at 3:00AM and Read the truth that they
bring and be comforted by it. I know of no other Church that offers such a
ability. It is of course true that many many Churches base their doctrine
strictly on the Bible and in that sense they can do the same thing, I am not
trying to take away from that profound comfort that those Christiains recieve
at all. Yet, with Science and Health as our "Key to Scripture" I would submit
that
we have a further layer of comfort for those midnight scripture readings that
so many of us Christians rely on for comfort and blessing. Thus I tend to
think that even if Christian Science is not qua "superior" to other Christian
Denominations it certainly "trancends them" if that makes sense.  Anyways
that is my thought on the subject, please let me know what you guys think!
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3.  Jan 12, 2014 12:40 PM (in response to qbert19)
Re: Christian Science through the lense of not being a part of the
Protestant Reformation?

Dear Kevin,
 
I can understand your great enthusiasm for Christian Science, which you've
displayed in this and other discussions. I, too, found Science through the
need for healing (coming from a secular/agnostic background), and it
completely transformed my life, and continues to do so. I truly believe it is the
fulfilment of all that's in the Bible, of all God's promises, and it means more to
me than anything else ever could. But you know, for that very reason - as I
discovered when I started being involved in interfaith and ecumenical
conversations - I've found myself developing a deeper and deeper respect
for other people's spiritual convictions and life-paths. Even if there are many
things we don't agree upon, I realise and appreciate that their faith most
likely means just as much to them as mine does to me. And even if I very
much prefer my own faith, or am convinced that some element of theirs is
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"wrong" (or at least greatly lacking), I'm learning it's not my business to go
around saying that. If anyone genuinely does need to change their thinking
somehow - including me! - that is for God to decide and for God to guide, not
me personally. My job is to adhere to the Golden Rule and treat others as I
would have them treat me. (If I get uncomfortable when someone else tries
to convince me their faith is better than mine - and I certainly do get
uncomfortable at that - it's a pretty safe bet that others wouldn't like it if I did
the same to them.)
 
I gather from one of your earlier posts that you're aware of how much
misunderstanding and sheer hostility there is towards Christian Science in
much of public thought. One of the claims that's out there, with the intent of
denigrating and discrediting us, is that Christian Scientists see themselves as
"the 'graduate school' of Christianity" - that we believe we are superior to all
other Christians, that we have a higher and greater revelation, a better
understanding of God, than anyone else, and that we look down on all other
Christians rather smugly because of this. That is not at all what Christian
Science actually teaches, or how its adherents are expected to behave, but
it's not an image we want to be perpetuating. So while, as I said, Kevin, I do
appreciate your love for Christian Science - and I share the same myself, for
much the same reasons - just a word of caution: it might not be so wise, in a
public forum (as this is), to make claims about Christian Science that could
sound offensive to other Christians, or could be used to support those hostile
accusations against us.
 
It's obvious that everything you're sharing here is completely well meant and
with love, so I'm sure you'll understand.
 
Also, Kevin, you might enjoy exploring the blogs and discussions in this
section of the online community (Circle of Faith), where there's so much
being shared from Christian Scientists' loving and mutually strengthening
interactions with other Christians in many different contexts. There's a series
of audio talks called "Christ's Christianity" that are especially helpful in
understanding how much we all share!
 
Yours in Christ,
 
Courtenay
 
Message was edited by: Courtenay - to add a little
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4.  Jan 12, 2014 1:00 PM (in response to Courtenay)
Re: Christian Science through the lense of not being a part of the
Protestant Reformation?

Courtenay while I certainly respect ybour right to your own opinion I believe it
is possible to believe that your religion is correct without being hostile
towards other faiths. That is all I am attempting to do.  I am re reading what I
wrote and I am failing to see where is exceeds lovingly expressing  a
particular view on my personal faith in Christ and what I make perfectly clear
is my "PERSONAL" belief inthe superiority of Christian Science in some very
limited contexts.  If that offended you I apologize.  I was merely trying to obey
Shakespeare's Hamlet which is quoted by Mrs Eddy in Science and Health.
She quoted "There is nothing good or bad but thinking makes it so." I woudl
like to submit that Polonius's advice to his son Leartes fits our situation
perfectly. "This above all to thine own self be true." I will make every attempt
to temper my comments with more Christian charity than my last post but
please note that whatever I do say I say out of Christian love for my reader. 
Also your commend that we see ourselves as graduate students of
Christianity I do not think that is why people fear us. I have had many
discussions with people who are not Christian Scientists about our faith.
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They fear us primarily due to our radical faith in God to heal our ailments
over Modern Medicine. I am sure you can find some exceptions but I am
something of an apologist for our faith,I encounter many people who object
to Christian Science and I can promise you our faith healing is their objection
90% of the time or greater than they fear us believing that we are somehow
more "Evolved" or "Advanced" Christians, "Graduate students" as you would
have it.  However I will as I said attempt to temper my iron with the cool
spring of mercy to make it stronger steel so to speak.  Courtenay in any case
if we two disagree it certainly does not mean we cannot be friends.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ continue to be with you always,
Kevin
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5.  Jan 12, 2014 2:41 PM (in response to qbert19)
Re: Christian Science through the lense of not being a part of the
Protestant Reformation?

I love this sweet, gentle, well-meaning conversation! Thanks all.
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6.  Jan 12, 2014 4:53 PM (in response to alex cook)
Re: Christian Science through the lense of not being a part of the
Protestant Reformation?

Thank you Alex I too am enjoying it. I hope that we find more common
ground in future Mrs Eddy was dedicated to working with Christians of all
backgrounds for the advancement of divine science.
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